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EOMEMAXERS1   CHAT  WEDNESDAY ,  April  26,  1939 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 
SUBJECT:  "FOOD  SHIPPING  NEWS."     Information  from  the  Eureau  of  Agricultural  Eco- 
nomics, U.S.D.A.  and  the  Consumers1   Counsel,  A. A. A. 

--00O00-- 

Today  the  news  once  again  is  for  the  lady  who  goes  to  market  and  "buys  food 
for  the  family.  She' s  the  one  who  can  make  the  most  of  those  tips  on  food  prices 
and  supplies  that  come  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  economists. 

The  extremely  cold  weather  during  the  early  part  of  April  apparently  damaged 
some  fruit  crops.     But  it'  s  too  early  yet  to  know  exactly  how  much  damage  was  done 
and  how  that  will  affect  production  and  the  opening  date  of  the  fruit  season. 

If  you'  re  hungry  for  fruit  you'  11  be  glad  to  know  that  plentiful  supplies  of 
strawberries  are  in  prospect  from  States  shipping  in  May,     Shipments  from  Louisiana 
were  much  larger  in  April  than  March  but  still  are  considerably  smaller  than  the 
large  shipments  of  last  year. 

And  then,  May  will  "bring  to  market  the  first  watermelons  and  cantaloupe  of 
the  season.    Melon  season  generally  runs  through  Sopt ember  with  large  supplies  and 
lowest  prices  in  July  and  August. 

As  for  spring  vegetable  supplies,  they  arc  smaller  than  last  year  but  still 
above  average.     Generally  at  this  time  of  year  vegetable  supplies  increase  each 
month  until  they  hit  their  peak  in  the  summer.     The  predictions  are  that  this  year 
there  will  be  fewer  lima  "beans,  snap  beans,  "beets,  cabbage,  celery  and  Bermuda 
onions  and  slightly  fewer  carrots  and  spinach.     But  the  markets  are  going  to  have 
ouch  more  lettuce  and  green  peas  for  sale  this  spring. 

A  good  many  more  shipments  of  asparagus  have  been  going  to  market  in  recent 
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vocks.     Shipments  from  California,  the  major  source  of  Supplies  at  this  time  of 
year,  should  "be  at  their  peak  in  your  market  right  now. 

Artichokes  on  the  market  come  from  California.    At  least,  that  State  is  the 
only  source  of  domestic  artichokes.    Not  so  many  'chokes  on  sale  this  month.  The 
season  for  them  ends  in  May. 

I'ot  so  many  new  potatoes  this  spring  cither.    The  States  shipping  mostly  in 
April  and  May  report  a  new  potato  crop  30  percent  smaller  than  last  year' s  average 
size  crop.     Supplies  of  new  potatoes  usually  increase  each  month  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year  until  they  hit  their  peak  in  July.     But  until  May  the  main  source 
of  supply  is  old  potatoes.    This  year  supplies  of  old  potatoes  as  well  as  new 
potatoes  are  smaller. 

How  about  meat.     The  predictions  about  the  meat  situation  that  were  announced 
some  time  ago  have  come  true.     There1  s  "been  very  little  change  since  the  first  part 
of  April.    More  bettor  grade  beef,  spring  lamb  and  pork  has  come  on  the  market,  but 
smaller  supplies  of  lamb  and  lower  grade  beef. 

As  for  chicken  news,  during  the  next  few  months  you  will  see  more  and  more 
freshly  killed  young  chickens  on  the  market.    As  you  probably  know,  the  first 
chickens  sent  to  market  from  the  season' s  hatch  usually  are  broilers-    That'  s  the 
term  for  birds  weighing  under  2  and  a  half  pounds  apiece.     Broilers  start  to  market 
in  late  April  or  May.     The  next  class  of  chickens  going  to  market  are  called  fryers. 
They  generally  reach  markets  in  June.    And  they  weigh  2  and  a  half  to  3  and  a  half 
pounds.    Chickens  that  weigh  over  3  and  a  half  pounds  are  called  roasters.  Roaster 
season  usually  begins  in  August.     This  gives  you  an  idea  of  how  to  plan  your 
caickon  dinners  from  now  until  fall.     This  month  you  can  serve  broiled  chickens-- 
those  very  delicate  young  birds  that  cook  to  a  turn  under  the  direct  heat  of  the 
"Toiler.    Then  in  June  you  can  indulge  in  fried  chicken.     By  August  you'll  be  get- 
ting chickens  big  enough  to  stuff  and  roast  in  the  oven. 
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And  speaking  of  chickens,  the  economists  remind  us  of  the  great  changes  in 
the  poultry  and  egg  industry  in  recent  years.     Twenty  years  ago  the  production  of 
eggs  and  chickens  was  commonly  regarded  as  a  "pin  money"  enterprise  for  the  farmer's 
wife.    Today  it  is  a  commercialized — in  many  ways,  a  mechanized- -industry  that  adds 
aore  than  a  "billion  dollars  annually  to  the  farm  income.    Nearly  6  million  farms  in 
the  United  States  have  poultry  flocks.     But  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  total 
production  of  eggs  and  chickens  has  "been  on  commercial  poultry  farms.     These  farms 
are  concentrated  chiefly  in  the  Pacific  Coast,  Ohio  Valley  and  the  North  Atlantic 
States.    On  the  more  advanced  types  of  commercial  poultry  farms,  each  hen  is  re- 
quired to  produce  a  high  efficiency  quota  of  eggs  in  relation  to  the  feed  she 
consumes.     The  relative  cost  of  feed,  eggs  and  chickens  is  carefully  studied. 

Here'  s  a  last  item  of  food  news.     It'  s  about  turkeys.     From  the  look  of 
things  right  now,  you  can  plan  as  many  turkey  dinners  as  you  like  during  1939.  For 
turkeys  appear  to  he  very  much  on  the  increase.     Four  thousand  turkey  growers  all 
over  the  country  have  reported  their  intentions  to  increase  the  production  of 
turkeys  this  year.     In  1938  the  turkey  crop  totaled  more  than  26  million  birds. 
That  was  the  second  largest  crop  in  the  present  decade.     But  the  peak  production 
came  in  1936  and  totaled  nearly  28  million  birds.     Ten  years  ago  the  figure  was 
only  17  million. 

That'  s  all  the  news  for  food  shoppers  today.    More  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 


